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Out of more than 40 applicants, the United States District Court for the District
of Nebraska announced today that Denise M. Lucks has been selected as the next Clerk
of Court.  On August 2, 2004, Ms. Lucks will take office upon the retirement of Gary
D. McFarland.

The Clerk serves as the chief executive officer for the court.  The Clerk directly
manages a staff of about 40 individuals.  She directly supervises an annual budget of
over $2.9 million.

Denise Lucks started work with the court in 1989.  Since then, she has served
as a docket clerk, courtroom deputy, courtroom deputy supervisor, operations
supervisor, and for the last five years as chief deputy.  While working for the court, Ms.
Lucks earned a Bachelors degree in management and human resources and a Masters
degree in business administration.  

Recently, Ms. Lucks headed a team that implemented electronic case filing in
the Nebraska federal court.  That effort, which was the first of its kind for criminal
cases, was nationally recognized when the Director of the Administrative Office of the
United States Courts in Washington, D.C., gave his Award for Excellence to the team
members.

Denise is married to Dave Lucks.  They have two sons, Jeff and Scott, and a
daughter Melanie.

Speaking for the court, Chief Judge Richard Kopf said: “Denise Lucks brings to
the court a proven commitment to excellence and hard work.  We are very fortunate
that she has agreed to accept this new challenge. We have been magnificently served
by our present Clerk, Gary McFarland, and we know that Denise Lucks will continue
to provide us with that same level of outstanding leadership.”
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